Message from Dr. Arif Alvi
President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

(On the occasion of Youm-e-Istehsal i.e., Sh August, 2023)
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India unleashed its illegal and unilateral actions on 5 August 2019 in the Indian lliegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (110JK) with the aim of disempowering, disenfranchising,
and dispossessing the Kashmiri people in their own land. These measures were designed
to permanently occupy the disputed territory and erase its distinct Kashmiri character.

Today, India deviously attempts to convince the world that Jammu and Kashmir is an
undisputed part of its territory. However, it was India that took the Jammu and Kashmir
issue to the Security Council, where the disputed status of Jammu and Kashmir was
internationally recognized. It was decided that the final disposition of the State should
be determined through a free and impartial plebiscite under the auspices of the United
Nations (UN).

The indomitable will and courage of the Kashmiri people have enabled them to
withstand every Indian attempt to terrorize and subjugate them. Despite all of India's
massive coercive methods, they have not been able to extinguish their yearning for
freedom. India has been trampling upon the rights and aspirations of the Kashmiri
people through machinations and intrigue for the last 75 years. However, since 5 August
2019, lI0JK has been transformed into an open prison.

India's continued denial of the rights of the Kashmiri people is a wrongful and illegal act.
No amount of diplomatic duplicity or Indian state-perpetrated terror can change this
fact. India must fulfil its obligations to the Security Council by granting the Kashmiri
people their lawful right to self-determination.

For its part, Pakistan will continue to be the voice of its Kashmiri brothers and sisters,
who have been making invaluable sacrifices, and would extend all possible support for
the fullest realization of their legitimate rights. We have no doubt that durable peace
and stability in South Asia can only be achieved through a peaceful resolution of the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute, in accordance with the relevant UN Security Council
resolutions and the wishes of the Kashmiri people.
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Message of the Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, on Youm-e-Istehsal (5 August, 2023)

It has been four years since India unilaterally and illegally revoked the special status of Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammué& Kashmir (II0JK) on 5 August 2019.

Since then, India has resorted to use of brutal force and violence to suppress the Kashmiri people. It
has also undertaken a series of measures clearly aimed at altering the internationally recognized
disputed status of IIOJK. In particular, India has tried to bring about demographic changes to
undermine the right to self-determination of the Kashmiris.

The recent steps by India indicate its nefarious designs to disenfranchise the Muslim majority
population of Kashmir. To this end, it has carried out a selective delimitation of electoral
constituencies, issued fake domiciles to millions of non-Kashmiris, and added hundreds of
thousands of temporary residents to alter the existing voter rolls. These are part of a well thought-
out strategy to change Kashmir’s demography and political landscape. Pakistan outrightly rejects all
such unilateral and illegal steps.

The barbaric and brutal occupation of IIOJK by India not only violates international law, but also
makes a mockery of the globally accepted norms of fundamental rights and freedoms. The
international community can no longer remain silent while India continues to perpetrate its
oppression in Kashmir.

Despite more than seven decades of Indian occupation, including four painful years of continuous
military siege and media blackout, India has failed to silence the voices of the brave Kashmiri
people, whose just freedom struggle has further intensified. Three successive generations of
innocent Kashmiris have sacrificed their lives and liberties, but courageously continued to defy the
increasing coercion of the Indian occupation forces. Pakistan salutes these brave Kashmiri men and
women and assures them of its continued resolute support in their cause for freedom from Indian
subjugation.

India’s failure to honour its commitments to the Kashmiri people and to the international
community as well as to the United Nations, brings into question its standing as a responsible
member state. India’s refusal to grant the Kashmiris their inalienable right to self-determination has
serious implications for South Asia and beyond.

Pakistan will continue to lend its unstinted moral, political and diplomatic support to the rightful
and just cause of the freedom struggle of the Kashmiri people. It is Pakistan’s abiding commitment
and promise to our Kashmiri brothers and sisters that we will echo their voices, at every forum until
the world takes action and urges India to end its egregious human rights violations and forcible
occupation of IIOJK, undo all unilateral and illegal measures it has taken since 5 August 2019, and
take necessary steps to carry out a fair and impartial plebiscite in accordance with the United
Nations Security Council resolutions.

The people of South Asia desire peace and stability and this can only become possible through
meaningful and purpose-oriented dialogue between India and Pakistan that includes discussion on
all outstanding issues, including the Jammu and Kashmir dispute.
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Message from Foreign Minister Bilawsl Bhutto Zardari on
o I al (5. t 2023

On 5 August 2019, India took illegal and unilateral steps in the Indian legally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (TIQJK) in a bid to change its intermationally recognized disputed status and to
alter the demographic structure of the occupied teitory.

Developments in the last three years have made it amply clear that India has been relentlessly
pursuing its nefarious design of furthering demographic changes in IOJK. It is doing so through
repressive measures including outrageous gemymsandering to create Hindu-dominated constituencies
at the expense of Muslim majorities, the issuance of millions of fale domicile certificates to non-
Kashmiris, and modifying laws on ownership of land and property.

These measures constitute nothing but an Indian attempt to cbliterate the distinct Kashmiri
identity in viclation of the United Nations Security Council Resolutions and infemational law,
including the 4th Geneva Convention.

The presence of 900,000 troops has turned TIOJK into the most militanized zone in the world
The human suffering of Kashmiris, inflicted through extra-judicial killings, abitvary detentions,
incarceration of the true Kashmiri leadership, and harassment and other gross violations of human
rights, are well-documented and have been condemmned worldwide. More than 650 Kashmiris have
been martyred xince 5 August 2019, including over 130 in the year 2022 alone.

India's reprehensibletreatment of Kashmiri journalists and human rights defenders
has revealed that it would not hesitate to go to amy extent for the perpetuation of its illegal
occupation.

India’s illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 2019 and those taken
afterwards demonstrate sheer distegard of the intematiomal law, views of the infernational
commmity, and the aspirations ofthe Kashmiri people. Indian state-temorinn against the
Kashmiris has  been extensively documented through numerous reports and video evidence
recorded and presented by human rights and humanitarian organizations as well as the intemational
media

Over the past seven decades, three penerations of Kashumiris have waited for the world
community and the United Nations to honor their solemn commitments made to the Kashmiris. The
United Nations must live up to its promise of granting the right of self detenmination to the
Kashmiri people.

Paldstan bas always desired peaceful relations with its neighbors, including India
Unfortunately, India’s actions and its subsequent machinations have vitiated the peace and security
enviroument in South Asia. The onus remains on India to create a conducive environment for result-
oriented engagement. This is essential for durable peace and stability in the region.

The intenationsl community must demand an end to Indis's gross and widespread human
rights violations in HOJK; reversal of its unilateral and illegal actions of 5 August 2019; repeal of
draconian laws; and implementation of relevant UN Secwrity Council resolutions on Jammu and
Kashimir.

On its part, Pakistan's ultimate objective remains the peaceful resolution of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute in accordance with the relevant resohutions of the United Nations Security Council
and wishes of the Kashmiri people. In this just cause, Pakistan will always remain in strong suppont
and solidarity with our Kashmiri brethren till the full realization of their legitimate rights.



